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Memorandum from Mr. Brennan to Mr. Sullivan 
BE: ABRAHAM LINCOLN MAROVITZ 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 
NARCOTICS MATTER 


I The Bureau investigated Marovitz for the position of 

• Federal Judge in 1951 and in June, 1963. He was nominated 
for his present position by former President Kennedy in 
July, 1963. During the investigation, comments were received 
from persons Interviewed that Marovitz would not "add any 
luster" to the Federal Court; that he did not have the type 
of moral character to be placed in a position to pass judgment 
on others; and that he would be prone to "play political 
favorites." During a trial of a pinball machine manufacturer 
in 1961, it was disclosed that Marovitz and others had 
received gifts from the defendant. Marovitz reportedly 
represented known gangsters in the 1930 *s, and in 1943 
represented Willie Bioff, the notorious extortionist. He was 
an active member of the National Lawyers Guild (cited by 
House Committee on Un-American Activities) from 1939 to 1949 and 
was listed* as a delegate to a 1939 conference sponsored by the 
International Labor Defense (cited by Executive Order 10450). 



During the 1963 investigation,! |of the 

Chicago Crime Commission stated he had "heard" from a source he 


declined to identify that Marovitz was "close to the boys," 
meaning those close to organized crime. 



ACTION: 


If approved, the -attached letters will be sent to 
the White House -and to the D6puty attorney General. 
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Based on 'information contained In memorandum 
from D. J. Brennan, Jr., to Mr. W. C. ‘Sullivan, 
7/27/66, re "Abraham Lincoln Marovitz, 

United States District Judge, Northern District 
of Illinois; Narcotics Matter." ' 
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Letter to Chicago 

Set Abraham Lincoln Haro vita 

United States District Judge 
Northern District of Illinois 
Indorsation Concerning - Liaison Matter 


The Bureau has furnished this information to the 
White Bowse and the Department. Any information coming 
to year attention relating to this matter or other situations 
involving Judge Marovits should be promptly furnished to 
the Bureau. 
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® Id ° * ^ icw^Auguet 10, 1066j'a source of our Chicago office 
advised confidentially that he knavet that Judge Ma rovltz , ■ 

is adiwry close personal friend of I I ^ l f 1 b 

’Jttdgh Maroyltz was telephonlcally contacte<rEy 1 | y ^ 

L fBHHthke, (12) (Cover memorandum from D. J. Brennan to Ar 
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^ 1^^/iLincoln Marovitz, United States District Judge, 
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The Deputy Attorney General 


following | H and rogue) 

toaafce arrangements to release f 
Which Judge Marovltx d id. The sourci 
Marovitx had never net I 
described by I 

WM not occasioned by to Ulte riar 
regard Judea Maroyitz haw for i 
that ! l iw a very elderly j 

poor health, partially occasioned by 
activity. 
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Ljclained that Judge 
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although factual, 
isnlhttt by the high 

land the fact 

erwon and in extreaely 
uncondoned 


Mr. MarvinYateon, Special Assistant to the 
President, and the Comiweioner of Marootlcw are being 
advised of the above inferaation. 
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August 15, 1966 
BY LIAISON 


Honorable Marvin Watson 
Special Assistant to the President 
The White House 
^ Washington, D. C. 
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Bear Mr. Watson; 
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On August 10, 1966, a source of our Chicago office 
advised confidentially that he kno w* that Judge ifnrnvitr. . __ <--i 
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Honorable Marvin Watson 


was not occasioned by an ulte rior motive bu t by the high 
Yagayri XuA&a llaymrltg has for| land the fact 
tha t I Is a very eioeriy person and In extremely 

poor health , partially occasioned by bis son's uncondoned 
activity. 

The Deputy Attorney General and the Commissioner 
of Marco tics are being advised of the above information. 
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MR'. W. :C. SULLIVAN 


Callahan 
Conra4 - 
Felt, 
Gate j 


Rosen 


FROM 


D. J. BRENNAN 
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DATE: August 12, 1966 > ulJiy 

Limited Classification , . /,W£ 



SUBJECT; 


ABRAHAM LINCOLN UAROVITZ 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT, JUDGE 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 
NARCOTICS MATTER 


Review Conduct 
See top Se? 
Um 4*77 



This is to advise of information developed by 
our Chicago Office in connection with Judge Mar ovitz*s; 
intervention in a Narcotics case involving two police 
officers. 


By memorandum 7/27/66. you ware advised q£ 
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[ By attached teletype 8/11/66, 
our unicago oirice advises 'that an informant stated he knows 
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Memorandum from Mr. Brennan to Mr. Sullivan 
RE: ABRAHAM LINCOLN MAROVITZ 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 
NARCOTICS MATTER 


that Judge Marov: 


sona 


Referral 


I On the day I | was arrested, 

judge Marovitz was contacted by I I and requested 

as a personal fa vor to make arrangements to release 

H on bond, which Marovitz did. The informa nt 
claims that Judge Marovitz had nev er met I I 

and all of the action described by| 

although factual, was not occasioned by an ulterior motive. 
but rather, by the high regard Judge Marovit z has for Re fen 
land the fact that | is very elderly 

and is in' extremely poor healthy partially occasioned by 
| uncondoned activity. 

ACTION : 

IV Attached for approval is .a letter to 
Mr. Marvin Watson, Special Assistant to the President, 
furnishing the above information. 


! Referral/Dire 

2. Attached for approval is a letter to 

Deputy Attorney General, wit h copy for I I 

~| advising of the above information. 


3. Attached for approval is a letter to the 
Commissioner of Narcotics for delivery by Liaison. 
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CRIMINAL INTELLIGENCE PROGRAM, CHICAGO DIVISION, H 
REBULET AUGUST ONE LAST ENTITLED ABRAHAM LINCOlr 
USDJ, NDIf INFO CONCERNING - LIAISON 1 MATTER, WHEREIN 


lef erra. 



ADVISED AUGUST TEN LAST THAT 


\ HE KNOWS THAT JUDGE MAROVITZ IS VERY CLOSE PERSONAL FRIEND 


END PAGE ONE 
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PC^i ADVISED JUDGE MAROVITZ, 


WAS TELE PHONIC ALLY CONTACTED B 


ONs SATURDAY AFTERNOON 


ARRESTED AND REQUESTED 


AS PERSONAL FAVOR Ti 


FOR MAROVITZ TO: GO TO 


COURTROOM AND MAKE ARRANGEMENT TO RELEASE 


ON'BOND 


WHICH MAROVITZ DID. PC CLAIMS JUDGE MAROVITZ (HAD NEVER 


Ref erral/ Direct 


PREVIOUSLY; MET 


AND ACTION , DESCRIBED 8 


ALTHOUGH FACTUAL,. WAS NOT ^MOTIVATED ,BY, ULTERIOR MOTIVE BUT INSTEAD 


BY HIGH REGARD JUDGE MAROVITZ 'HAS FOR 



AND- SINC 


VERY1ELDERLY AND IN EXTREMELY POOR HEALTH, (PARTIALLY 


OCCASIONED BY 
ENDZ iC 



UNCONDONED ACTIVITY. 


FBI WASH, -DC 
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Transmit the following in 


AIRTEL 


Dale: 11 / 11/66 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


(Priority) 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 
SAC, CHICAGO (12-0) 
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\ SUBJECT: 
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Re Chicago teletype 8/11/66, captioned, "CRIMINAL 
INTELLIGENCE PROGRAM, CHICAGO DIVISION. " in which informatio n 
-was set out indicating I I 

| had been arrested TEor selling and. , 
possessing .narcotics and had been released on bond Immedi- 
ately after their arrest through the intervention of Federal 
Judge ABRAHAM LINCOLN^MAROyiTZ. MAROVITZ is Alleged to b e 
a close personal frlena'ofil I 1 . 


The "Chicago Tribune" of 11/11/66 has an 
article indicating that subjects were found guilty on I 
11/10/66 of dope peddling by a jury in Federal, District ^ 
Court f Chicago . U.S. District Judge JAMES B.-ttARSONS sen- 
tenced [_____]to 18“ years in "prison" and ! l to 9 years. 

Both subjects were denied bail pending appeal of their 
convictions and sentences. Judge PARSONS ordered this move* 

ya-ffror hftin g told by the Governme nt prosecu tor. AUSA_| 

1 1 that several days ago, I | discovered ms - 

car Ignition had been tampered with and since that time he^ 
has been looking un der the hood JEor a bomb before starting 
his car. | also disclosed that at 3:15 a.m. , last 

Friday, a man telephoned his home and said, "We're going, to 
£ea^ v^our brains out." | | also informed the Court?, 

& li-'Jl to *v % % 




g) - Bureau 
1 - Chicago 
DWP/krp . 
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NOV 14 ttB 



M Per 


SpecidlAgent in Charge 










that one of th e narcotics agents who testified at the trial, 
| hgrd~hggh*'€E‘reateh ed bv the subjects in the 
hallway outside the courtroom. I ""[ described this as 

a "Veiled threat . " B oth subjects denied that they had 
threatened ! | 

The USA’s Office, Chicago, has made no reports 
to the Chicago FBI Office regarding any of these incidents, 
JSven If these threats were made, the logical people to 

ariAtrat.iftns would hel I 


I Referral/Direct 

In view of the fact that no contact has been 
made with this Office regarding this matter, it would appear 
that the information has been blown out of proportion in 
the newspaper and no further action on the part of the 
Chicago Office is recommended. 
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Honorable Abraham L. Marovltz 


& 

W U nited gtate aJDiald.cjLC.Qarl. 
'* Jr Nprthern District of Illinois 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 


Dear Judge Marovltz: 

ffbfi.iikim A-A'jt-p L tf I “ 





This is just a brief note to tell you 
how very much I appreciate your kind- comments on my 
designation to serve as Acting Director of the Federal 
-Bureau of Investigation. I am deeply grateful to you for 
your thoughtfulness in writing. 

In response to your request, I am happy 
to forward to you a copy of my address before the Orange 
County Bar Association. , 

i 

With my best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Pat Gray 
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Enclosure , . v 

Address to the Orange Couhty Bar Association 
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NOTE: Correspondent was subject of a Special Inquiry investigation 
in JL963 during whichUbwas alleged* that he had connections with Chicago 
racketeers and was proned "to play political favorites." 
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June 13, 1972 
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Honorable Louis Patrick Gray III, Director 
United States Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 20535 

Attention: Secretary 


Dear Mr. Gray: 

We are not acquainted but I would like to extend to 
you a hearty welcome and congratulations upon your 
appointment as FBI Director. 

I noted in the June 11th issue of Parade, the Sunday 
Newspaper Magazine, a comment concerning a talk you 
delivered at the Law Day banquet of the Orange County 
Bar Association in Santa Ana, California. If you have 
a copy of your text I would appreciate it. 

You pointed up an important danger in our community by 
those who "are becoming too much a part of the culture 
of disparagement which threatens to destroy all respect 
for established institutions." 

I am sure I will find all of your talk enlightening and 
again, would appreciate a copy of it if one is available. 


Mr. Callahan 

Mr. Campbell 

Mr. Casper — 

Mr. Cleveland 

Mr. Conrad --- 

Mr. Dalbey 
Mr. Miller, E.S. _ 
Mr. Ponder ■■ — 
Mr. Soyars . 

Mr. Waikart ■ 

Mr. Walters , — 
Tele. Room — 
Mr. Kinley .. . 

Mr. Armstrong 




Sincerely, 
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Abraham L. Mar ovitz 
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SPECIAL INVESTIGATIVE * DIVISION 

A 1/14/66 


Information previously received 



release on bond was arranged throue 
the intervention of Federal Judge b6 
Abraham Lincoln Marovitz ba sed on 

^Udge*S personal ragarrt 


b7c_ 




n 11/10/66 


sentenced 


lto 


to 18 years In prison andf 
nine years. Both subjects denied 
bail pending appeal based on inforbe 
mation they may have threatened b?c 
Government prosecutor and .narcotics 
agent who testified at trial. No 
complaint re threats received by 


Chicago Office which advises logical 




MAILED 6 


Septeiaber 24# 1976 


I'D 

i Honorable Abraham Xincoln Marovitz 
United States District Court 
Northern District of Illinois 
Chicago/ Illinois 60604 

Dear Judge Marovitz s 






The words of encouragement in your letter of Sep- 
tember 13th are indeed heartening. I certainly appreciate 

* 

' " ydur support and hope jay future activities will continue 

r • ’ I 

jp ti merit your approval. 

~~ Sincerely yours, 

v — • 

03 £ 

uj Ot 

Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 

— — aj- Chicago - Enclosure g 

1 - - Enclosure * 
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. NOTE: There is nothing in Bufiles to preclude this letter. 
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September 13, 1976 


Mr. Clarence M. Kelley, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Edgar Hoover Building 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Kelley: 


! Assoc. Dir. . 

Dep.<A,D„*A<fcn. 

! Dsp/A.D.-IitV. .,* L 
Asst Dir.: I 

| A(tw. Serv, 

: Ext Affair* 'Ofift 

! Pin. & Pcrs. . 

! Gen, Inv, 

Ident - 

Inspection 
Ir.tdl. 

Laboratory 
Lesal Conn, 

Plan. & Eval 

Eee. Mgmt . 

Spec. Inv. 

Trainlns 
Telephone Kra. 

' Director SccbU? 
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I am just one of the multitude that you have met here in \ 
Chicago during one of your occasional visits. I have 1 / 
been privileged to know rather well many of the Special > 
Agents in Charge of the Chicago of fice from the days of , 
Melvin Purvis down to your friend, | | j 

I know enough about your background to feel that our FBI 
is in excellent professional hands with you as its Director 


I read with disgust the recent criticism and innuendoes 
. resulting from some insignificant incidents since you 
assumed the directorship. As a "long distance" admirer 
and one who cannot claim any warm personal friendship, but 
as an interested citizen and public official,, I want to be 
counted among those who say to you - "carry on" in the Same 
fashion you have conducted your public and private life 
these past many years. 



With admiration and respect, 




Yours very sincerely. 


L £ /be*** 

Abraham Lincoln Marovitz . 
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Director's Sec V- 
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-~O CtO b e f~ 2 7 , 1989 


Honorable Abraham Lincolnwarovitz 
Judge of the United States 
District Court 

Northern District of Illinois 
Room 1900 

219 South Dearborn Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 

Dear Judge Marovitz : 

I enjoyed our conversation during the Executives' Club 
luncheon at the Palmer House in Chicago on October 20, 1989. As 
we discussed, I am enclosing a copy of my speech. 


Sincerely yours, 

William S. Sessions 
Director 


Enclosure 


(nA-Wtf- 


1 - I I 

1 - speech unit 

NOTE: Response was prepared per the Director's request to send a 
copy of his speech given to the Executives' Club of Chicago 
(10/20/89) to the Honorable Abraham Lincoln Marovitz, United 
States District Judge for the Northern District of Illinois. 
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